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forward to be applied to all of Canada. On the other
hand since civil law was within the jurisdiction of the
provinces Quebec kept its French laws, derived from
the Coutume de Pans and codified in 1866. The
remainder of the provinces retain English Common
Law.

An insufficiently clear definition of the rights of
the French language, a disconcerting lack of clarity on
school privileges outside the province of Quebec; these,
in brief, from the point of view of the minority, were
the weak spots in the Constitution of 1867. Almost
immediately the difference between the letter and the
spirit of the Act appeared too great. Conflicts would
emerge from it which were seriously to compromise the
very existence of the federal form of government. The
anxiety of the French Canadian persists to this day,
sharpened by regret, that*more exact terms were not
obtained at a period when they might have been more
easily secured. Such terms might have destroyed at its
root the policy of the "Quebec reservation," which is
almost always employed, often through their own fault,
when it is a question of the fundamental rights of the
French Canadians.

Once the Constitution had been adopted, without
excessive enthusiasm2 it is true, but without a resort to
force, it remained for the Act to be applied. This was
the task of the first federal cabinet, made up of
Liberals and Conservatives and organized not without
difficulty by John A. Macdonald with the help of
Georges Etienne Cartier. What did the future hold
for the Dominion? What was to be the destiny of the

2 There were great numbers of people in the Maritimes, for
example, who claimed that they had been "sold" to the Canadians.